Ebola in west Africa {#cesec10}
====================

As of May 5, 127 confirmed cases of [Ebola](http://www.who.int/csr/don/2014_05_08_ebola/en/){#interrefs10}, including 83 deaths, have been reported by the Ministry of Health of Guinea since the outbreak began in mid-March. Two patients remain in isolation: one in Guekedou and one in Conakry as of May 2. In Liberia, which has six confirmed cases, active surveillance continues but there have been no new clinical cases since April 6. No cases of Ebola have been confirmed in Sierra Leone as of May 7. Guinea and Liberia have deployed prevention and control activities including awareness and education programmes.

MERS {#cesec20}
====

In the USA, the first laboratory-confirmed case of Middle East respiratory syndrome ([MERS](http://www.who.int/csr/don/2014_05_05_mers/en/){#interrefs20}) was reported by [US IHR National Focal Point](http://www.who.int/csr/don/2014_05_01_mers/en/){#interrefs30} on May 2. The patient was a male US citizen in his 60s who works and lives in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. On April 26, the Ministry of Health of Egypt reported the country\'s first confirmed case of MERS. As of May 6, 495 cases have been reported worldwide, including 141 deaths; all primary cases have occurred in the Middle East but 16 secondary cases have been reported elsewhere.

Poliomyelitis resurgent {#cesec30}
=======================

During April 27--May 3, five new cases of [poliomyelitis](http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/statements/2014/polio-20140505/en/){#interrefs40} caused by wild poliovirus type 1 were reported in Pakistan and one in Nigeria. The number of cases has risen in 2014, with 68 cases reported worldwide to WHO this year, compared with 24 in 2013 during the same period. Pakistan has been the most affected country, with 54 cases this year. On May 5, a WHO Emergency Committee was convened and came to a unanimous decision that the current propagation of poliovirus constitutes a Public Health Emergency of International Concern and has released a series of recommendations to reduce the risk of the international spread.

Chikungunya in the Caribbean {#cesec40}
============================

A [chikungunya](http://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/Publications/communicable-disease-threats-report-3%20may-2014.pdf){#interrefs50} outbreak continues to expand throughout the Caribbean with increasing numbers of cases reported. The epidemic originated in Saint Martin and there are now confirmed or probable cases in 13 island territories in the Caribbean, along with 43 autochthonous cases and 22 imported cases in French Guiana as of May 2. Most affected are Martinique (19 700 suspected and 1515 confirmed or probable cases, two deaths) and Guadeloupe (8000 suspected and 1328 confirmed cases, one death).
